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B HIROSHIMA i

‘The Honorable Galina Stoyanova
Mayor

anlak

Municipality of K
Republic of Bulgaria

Dear Mayor Stoyanova:

Itis my great pleasure 1o offer his message on the occasion of the visit 1o your city by the

shima-Bulgaria Association delegation led by the association’s president, Mr. Ko Imarura,
1 would slso like to express my sincere appreciation for your warm hospitality shown to last

year's delegation

As you know, since its establishment in 2005, the Hiroshima-Bulgaria Association has sirived
to promete friendly relations between Hiroshima and Bulgaria. On this, its ninth visi to your

country, the delegation also plans 1o participate in the Rose Festival and engage i economic

‘and other various exchange activities in your city in addition to the courtesy call. 1 hape that

there will be many opportuaities for the delegation to deepen fricndship with your citizens

On August 6, 1945, Hiroshima was reduced 1o ashes by a single atomic bomb. The houses we.

1 newboms

came horne 10, our everyday lives, the custos we cherished—all were gone. Fr

to grandmothers, by the end of the year, 140,000 precious lives were taken from Hiroshima

Our hibakiesha experienced ihe bombing in flesh and blood. The, they had o live with

afterefliects and social prejudice. Even so, they soon began telling the world ahout their

experience Transcending rage and hatred. they revealed the uiter inhumanity of nuclear
weapons and worked tirelessly 10 abolish those weapons.
Inberiting these sentiments of the hibakusha and refusing 10 let the memory of the bombing

fade, the City of Hiroshima is determined o share the hibakusha s desire for muciear weapons

abolition with many people around the globe. As part of our efforts, this August in Hiroshima,
we will hold the General Conference of Mayors for Peace, whose membership exceeds 5,600

cities around the world
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